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6th December, 2023

Dear Parent/Carers,
What a busy term we have had so far; and December is proving to be even busier! There are some unavoidable changes that have had to be made for the December dates that were shared in September. Please see below dates for the rest of this academic term.
	December


	Thursday 7th 
	Cancelled: Church Mass

Christmas jumper day

Christmas lunch

	Tuesday 12th 
	Cancelled: Liturgical Prayer – Year 5 & 6 9.10 – 9.30 am
School Panto – whole school pm (late return)

	Thursday 14th 
	KS1 Nativity – school hall 2 pm

	Friday 15th 
	Reception Nativity in school hall 2.30 pm

	Monday 18th 
	Reception/KS1 Christmas party – 1.30 – 3.30 pm

	Tuesday 19th 
	Year 3 & 4 Christmas party – 1.30 – 3.30 pm

	Wednesday 20th 
	Years 5 & 6 Christmas party – 1.30 – 3.30 pm

	Thursday 21st 
	KS2 Carol Service in the school hall – 2 pm

	Friday 22nd 
	End of term. School closes 1.15 pm prompt.


Christmas jumper day and Christmas lunch
This Thursday (7th December) children are invited to wear their Christmas jumpers to school. The whole school are enjoying their Christmas lunch on the same day. If you wish your child to have a school Christmas lunch, please contact the school office to book and payment will via ParentPay as standard.
Pantomime
As you are aware, the whole school (along with some willing victims) is going to see Aladdin, the pantomime, at the Customs House in South Shields on Tuesday 12th December, 2023. The children must wear full school uniform and will be provided with a drink and treat for the interval. Children are travelling by coach and will return to school after the usual end of day time. It is anticipated that pupils will be back around 5pm, traffic dependant. Children will be accompanied back to school by staff and a Dojo will be sent out to let parents know the expected arrival time for collection. For parents who will want children to remain in wrap around provision until 6pm, please book via the school office at least 24hrs in advance noting that for this date it will be at a discount price of £4.00
Nativity/Carol Service
Perhaps one of the best things about Christmas in a primary school is the chance to watch a Nativity performance. Each Key Stage will perform their own version of the Nativity story and there will be refreshments available and a raffle – all proceeds go to the Friends of St Leonards fundraising efforts. 
Christmas parties
As in previous years, the Christmas parties will be held on an afternoon. Children will come into school in school uniform in the mornings and bring party clothes to change into for the afternoon. Children in Reception and Key Stage 1 classes will be helped to get changed during lunchtime. Children will have a paper plate sent home for you to fill with party food that your child will enjoy – please remember no products containing nuts under any circumstance and no fizzy drinks are allowed. 

Last day of term
Santa is very busy this year and unfortunately can’t get to school with the children’s gifts until the evening before the last day of term. Therefore, all children will receive their Christmas gift on Friday 22nd December. We will also be holding a talent how that morning! 
School closing time

School closes on Friday 22nd December 2023 at 1.15 pm prompt. Children will be given their lunch and then dismissed. There is no after school care on this day and the school building is expected to close at this time. Please make sure you have the necessary arrangements in place to ensure your child is collected on time.

Spring term 2024

The Spring term restarts on Monday 8th January 2024 with breakfast club opening at 7.45am and school gates opening at 8.45am
Kindest regards,
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Mrs Dionne Dunn

Headteacher


